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Article Info ABSTRACT

The present study aimed to examine and identify the dimensions of competencies required
for effective curriculum engagement and to analyze the consequences of the presence or
Research Article absence of these competencies in curriculum implementation. The research method was
the reflective essay, a qualitative approach that enables deep reflection on a specific issue
from the researcher’s point of view. Drawing on lived experiences and reflective analysis,
the study identified sixteen key competencies: : passion for the journey, audience
awareness, trustworthiness, combined knowledge, content knowledge, artistic and
aesthetic competence, interdisciplinary integration, cultural understanding, reception and
internalization, critique and evaluation, transcendence, leadership, individual growth,
wisdom, implementation and change, and communication. The findings indicate that the
absence of any of these competencies can  constrain and disrupt curriculum
implementation, while their presence creates conditions for meaningful and effective
learning. The study concludesthat curriculum and teacher competencies are interdependent,
and effective curriculum implementation curricula depends on the presence of competent
competency, teacher teachers. Therefore, teacher education and continuing professional development should
address these competencies in an integrated manner.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Teacher competencies can be fundamentally understood through a sound understanding of teaching and
learning, which, in turn, can be understood in light of the human being’s place in existence. The human
being has an unparalleled rank and position in existence, and knowing it in the field of education and
judging the role and competencies of the teacher is a necessity. According to the Qur’an, the human
being was created for servitude (Adh-Dhariyat: 56), and according to the explicit text of the Qur’an, the
human being is God’s vicegerent on earth (Al-Baqarah: 30). This status in the world of creation is
granted to human beings alone.Undoubtedly, this spiritual journey from self'to God and this unparalleled
station of divine vicegerency is achieved only through education. Unless innate talents are actualized,
the way to attaining the status of God’s vicegerency remains closed. These talents are also opened in
education. All of these can be found existentially in the human being, but their realization is not possible
except through education.

The curriculum, as one of the main pillars of the educational system, is a set of objectives, content,
methods, and evaluation procedures designed to guide learning. However, what happens in the
classroom is not always identical to what is envisioned in the curriculum document. The curriculum is
understood as a practical field in which decision-making depends on the context, the teacher, and the
learners (Schwab, 1973). Educational change is also considered a process that is not realized without
the active role of the teacher (Fullan, 2001). A central problem is that many teachers approach the
curriculum in a linear and mechanical manner, whereas curriculum implementation requires
interpretation, contextual adaptation, the design of learning experiences, and ongoing evaluation.It was
shown that a teacher needs “pedagogical content knowledge” for effective teaching; that is, merely
knowing the content is not enough; rather, the teacher must know how to represent that content for
particular learners and in a particular situation (Shulman, 1987).

Domestic research also provides findings by explaining the role of the teacher in student learning
and the effectiveness of curricula. They have emphasized the role of the teacher in interpreting and
implementing the curriculum (Fathi Vajargah, 2017; Mehrmohammadi, 2011). They have classified
teachers’ professional competencies into knowledge, skill, and attitude (Qurchian, 2011; Samadi, 2011).
They have shown that curriculum planning directly affects the improvement of students’ performance
and increases teachers’ satisfaction (Najafi et al., 2025). The importance of this issue can be explained
at several levels: learner level, classroom level, educational system level, and policy level. Thus, in the
present article, considering the goal of explaining teacher competencies in their engagement with the
curriculum, several questions are answered: What dimensions do teacher competencies in engaging with
the curriculum include? Why are these competencies necessary for effective curriculum
implementation? What consequences do the absence or presence of these competencies have for learning
and the educational system?

Methodology
The present research is qualitative in approach and applied in purpose. It employs the reflective essay

as its research method. The Oxford English Dictionary defines an essay as follows: “A short piece of
writing on a particular subject or branch of a subject that essentially requires a decision, an irregular,
undigested work...” However, now it is said of writing that is more or less mature and legitimate in
style, although it is limited in scope (Short, 2008). William Schubert, a curriculum theorist, has
acknowledged the significant role of essay writing in research, recognizing it as a major form of
curriculum inquiry throughout the history of the field.

The first recognized essays in the field of curriculum were written by Dewey: The School and Society
(1900) and The Child and the Curriculum (1902). Dewey’s main mission was to reconcile false
dualisms. Other influential curriculum scholars whose works reflect the essay form include Tyler, Elliot
W. Eisner, Irons, Schwab, Goodlad, Huebner, Hilda Taba, Eil, and Pinar. A theorizing essay offers an
opportunity for deep thinking about an issue and presents an important perspective for both the writer
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and the reader. Unlike a research report, which summarizes empirical findings, an essay allows readers
to accompany the writer on a journey of thought and feeling (Short, 2008, p. 94).

In the present study, the authors adopted the essay approach, drawing on Edmund Short’s five-stage
process and applying it to the field of teacher competencies in approaching the curriculum. This process
involves having experience with the phenomenon under study, having something important to
communicate, becoming immersed in the essay form, and practicing essay writing. Given the scope of
the topic, the authors have selectively drawn on the extensive discussions of essay writing by various
theorists. By combining lived experience, scientific knowledge, and artistic expression, they seek to
present a reflective account that may provide a foundation for further and more comprehensive essays
on the subject.

Findings

To address the first research question, the researcher reflects on forty years of experience through an
inward journey, drawing on the characteristics of essay writing. Through this reflective process, sixteen
key competencies of teachers in appraoching the curriculum emerged. The first is passion for the
journey, which requires teachers to approach the curriculum as a journey guided by a passion for
teaching with both cognitive and emotional dimensions. Audience awareness is another essential
competency, as teachers need to understand learners from both static and dynamic perspectives and
across relevant domains to manage learning effectively. Trustworthiness requires teachers to regard
every learner as a trust and to approach teaching as a vocation grounded in responsibility. In addition,
combined knowledge enables teachers to establish effective connections among disciplines and fields
of knowledge, while content knowledge involves mastering educational content and representing it
appropriately for particular learners. Artistic and aesthetic competence is also important because art and
beauty are central to teaching; without an appreciation of this relationship, teaching may become lifeless.
Similarly, interdisciplinarity enables teachers to establish connections and communication among
different disciplines. Cultural understanding requires teachers to recognize cultural diversity and
consider both cultural realities and shared values. Another important competency is reception and
internalization, which involves critically reflecting on and internalizing curriculum components rather
than receiving them superficially.

Critique and evaluation require teachers to develop sound, reasoned judgments and examine both
themselves and their professional practice. Through transcendence, teaching should promote the growth
of teachers, learners, and educational content. Leadership and participation also matter, as teachers need
insight into the learning process, its requirements, and potential obstacles. Furthermore, individual
growth requires continuous self-examination and self-correction, while wisdom enables teachers to
consider curricular and instructional issues critically, with curiosity and questioning. Implementation
and change are closely connected, since competent curriculum implementation is essential to
educational change. Finally, communication brings the curriculum to life through teachers’
communication with the curriculum, themselves, learners, colleagues, parents, and scientific
developments.

Regarding the second and third research questions, the absence of any of these competencies may
constrain curriculum implementation. For example, insufficient interdisciplinary integration may isolate
learned content, while a lack of artistic and aesthetic competence may make educational messages less
appealing to learners.

Conclusion

These competencies function as complementary pillars of education, and none can replace another.
Although this reflective essay identifies sixteen key competencies, caution is necessary when
generalizing the findings because of the qualitative and experiential nature of the study, particularly its
focus on the artistic dimension. Contextual differences should therefore be considered, and the proposed
competencies should be further examined through scientific and philosophical critique.
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