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Recently, educational inequalities, cultural differences, and the need to train critical
thinking in schools have highlighted the need for justice-oriented curriculum. The aim of
the paper is to investigate the role of justice-oriented curriculum in teachers' critical
thinking mediated by cultural competence. This study is applied in nature and quantitative
in method of implementation and based on correlational strategy. The statistical population
of the study included all teachers in Marivan city, 900 people, of whom 291 were selected
as a sample using stratified random sampling. The data collection tool was three standard
questionnaires: Justice-oriented Curriculum (Karakog¢ & Sakiz, 2021), Critical Thinking
(Rajai, 2014), and Cultural Competence (Deardorff 2006). By using the structural equation
modeling to analyze the data, the findings were reported in three phase: First, the fit of the
measurement model showed that the reliability of the components and their validity were
at a desirable level. Second, the fit of the structural model indicated the appropriateness of
the conceptual model of the research. Third, the test of the research hypotheses showed
that all relationships were significant. The results of this study are of particular importance
for the curriculum planners in paying attention to cultural differences and promoting
critical thinking.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

In recent years, educational justice and teacher empowerment have gained increasing importance in
Iran due to persistent educational inequalities, cultural diversity, and the necessity of fostering critical
thinking in schools. A justice oriented curriculum goes beyond the equal distribution of resources to
include the equitable distribution of learning opportunities, recognition of cultural differences, and
ensuring equal participation for all learners. Despite extensive research on justice centered curriculum,
cultural competence, and critical thinking, a significant gap remains in the literature: the lack of an
integrated model examining how justice oriented curriculum explains teachers’ critical thinking
through the mediation of cultural competence, especially in multicultural contexts such as Marivan
County. Hence, the main objective of this study was to investigate the role of a justice oriented
curriculum in teachers’ critical thinking with particular attention to the mediating role of cultural
competence.

Given the assumption that a justice-oriented curriculum significantly influences teachers’ critical
thinking through their cultural competence, such a curriculum can contribute to realizing educational
justice beyond its articulation in official documents and translating it into teachers’ professional
practices. This also requires teachers to have two basic capacities: first, cultural competence to
understand, accept, and respond appropriately to diversity; and second, critical thinking to analyze
situations, rethink practices, and make informed professional decisions. From this perspective,
examining the relationships between these three components is not only theoretically important, but
can also provide insights into redesigning teacher education programs, improving the quality of
primary education, and strengthening educational justice in diverse cultural contexts.

Methodology

This research is applied in nature and quantitative in approach, employing a correlational strategy using
structural equation modeling. The statistical population comprised all primary school teachers in
Marivan County during the 2024 2025 academic year (N. 900). Using Cochran’s formula and stratified
random sampling, 291 teachers were selected to participate in the study. A survey method and
questionnaire were used to collect data. Data were collected using three standard questionnaires: the
Justice-centered Curriculum Questionnaire (Karako¢ & Sakiz, 2021) with 17 items and five
components, the Critical Thinking Questionnaire (Rajaei, 2014) with 19 items and five skills, and the
Cultural Competence Questionnaire (Deardorff, 2006) with 17 items and three components. The content
validity of the instruments was assessed by experts. Convergent and discriminant validity were also
examined using the average variance extracted (AVE) and the Fornell-Larcker criterion, respectively.
Reliability was assessed using Cronbach’s alpha and composite reliability, with most components
demonstrating values above 0.70.

Findings

The results were reported in three parts. First, the measurement model fit indicated satisfactory construct
reliability (Cronbach’s alpha and composite reliability > 0.70), convergent validity (AVE > 0.50), and
discriminant validity (Fornell Larcker criterion). The KMO value of 0.876 and the significant Bartlett’s
test indicated that the data were suitable for factor analysis. Most item factor loadings exceeded 0.40.
Second, the structural model was evaluated using path coefficients, t-values, and R? values. Second, the
structural model fit, based on path coefficients, t values, and R? values, indicated a good fit for the
conceptual model. R? values for cultural competence (0.876), deductive skills (0.856), and evaluation
skills (0.765) demonstrated high explanatory power. The Q2 index also demonstrated predictive
relevance for most dimensions. Third, hypothesis testing showed that the justice-oriented curriculum
had a direct and significant effect on cultural competence; cultural competence had a direct and
significant effect on critical thinking; and the justice-oriented curriculum had an indirect and significant
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effect on critical thinking through cultural competence. The VAF value of 0.236 indicated partial
mediation. The strongest effect was observed in the relationship between the justice-oriented curriculum
and cultural competence. The findings indicate that a justice-oriented curriculum can contribute to
enhancing teachers’ critical thinking both directly and indirectly through cultural competence. These
results are consistent with theoretical perspectives on social justice and multicultural education, as well
as findings from domestic studies.

Conclusion

Accordingly, greater emphasis on educational justice and teacher training that is responsive to cultural
differences can promote teachers’ professional development and improve the quality of teaching and
learning processes in schools. The study had several limitations, including its restriction to teachers in
Marivan County and its reliance on self-reported data. Practical implications include revising the
national curriculum to give greater attention to cultural and linguistic diversity, providing training
programs to enhance teachers’ cultural competence, and strengthening critical thinking skills through
professional development initiatives. Future studies are recommended to adopt qualitative, comparative,
and intervention-based approaches to explore teachers’ and students’ lived experiences in multicultural
settings and examine additional mediating variables, such as media literacy and cultural capital.
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