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Article Info ABSTRACT

Avrticle type: This study aimed to identify and prioritize the educational needs of elementary school
Research Article teachers regarding the instruction of slow-learning students. A qualitative research
approach was employed using criterion-based purposive sampling. Data were collected
through semi-structured interviews, and trustworthiness was ensured through credibility,
dependability, confirmability, and transferability. Data analysis was conducted using
Strauss and Corbin’s coding method. The findings identified six main educational needs

and 23 sub-needs: (1) understanding slow learners, including diagnosis and

Keywords: psychological theories; (2) identifying individual problems such as memory impairments
Slow learners, Teaching, (working, auditory, visual), motor difficulties (fine and gross), life skills, social
Elementary teachers, participation, and emotional expression; (3) familiarity with instructional methods,
Educational needs. including compensatory, game-based, group teaching, supervised instruction,

environmental enrichment, and content adaptation; (4) supportive strategies such as
enhancing motivation and confidence, teacher resilience, and talent identification; (5)
teaching—learning principles, including hands-on learning, interaction, and attention to
student interests; and (6) parent—teacher interaction, including parental support and
family education. Prioritization results indicated that instructional methods and
supportive strategies were the most critical needs. Accordingly, the study recommends
designing pre-service and in-service teacher training programs emphasizing specialized
instructional and support strategies, perceptual-motor challenge management, and family
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Slow learners are students with below-average cognitive abilities who do not qualify as
intellectually disabled but face significant challenges in grasping abstract concepts and
maintaining attention. This group faces difficulties in academic progress; although they study
in regular schools, unlike students with special needs, they require adjustments to educational
programs and specific learning interventions during the learning process. However, they need
different treatment from regular students and may require additional time to grasp concepts.
Early identification and support for these students can greatly improve their academic
performance and boost their self-confidence. Teachers' understanding of the characteristics
and needs of slow learners, as well as teaching strategies, enables them to adapt their teaching
methods to the abilities of these learners, thereby facilitating the learning process and
enhancing comprehension of the material. Therefore, research into how teacher training can
improve their ability to assist slow learners is essential, as teachers who are better informed
can help students perform better in school. In this regard, assessing the educational needs of
teachers is necessary. This research was conducted to identify and prioritize the educational
needs of elementary school teachers in relation to teaching slow-learning students. The
research questions included:

1- What are the educational needs of elementary school teachers in relation to teaching slow
learners?

2- Which educational needs are prioritized by elementary school teachers?

Methodology

The present study was employed a qualitative approach and a phenomenological method. The
statistical population included 178 elementary school teachers in Harand County. The
research sample consisted of 12 individuals selected through a purposive sampling method
based on specific criteria. These participants had relevant lived experiences and a strong
interest in the research topic, and were influential, well-known, and knowledgeable in their
field. The research tool was a semi-structured interview. To achieve validity, the following
methods were employed: continuous interviews, long-term engagement, allocating
appropriate time, and incorporating participants' additional comments and suggestions. To
evaluate the reliability of the research findings, the indicators of credibility, reliability,
confirmability, and transferability were considered. Data analysis was performed using the
Strauss and Corbin coding method, which helped identify educational needs and determine
their importance coefficients.

Finding and Discussion

After analyzing the data, the educational needs of these teachers were identified in six main
categories, including familiarity with slow-learning students and the factors affecting them,
identifying individual problems, familiarity with effective educational methods, familiarity
with support strategies, familiarity with the principles of teaching and learning, and how to
interact with and educate the parents of these students. In this regard, 23 subcategories were
identified under the main needs, including: familiarity with how to identify slow learners,
related psychological theories, lack of expression of feelings and needs, auditory and visual
memory problems, issues with working memory, difficulty in performing fine motor skills,
weakness in performing gross motor skills, challenges in executing certain life skills, and lack
of participation in group and social activities; effective teaching methods such as
compensatory teaching, game-based learning, using a supervising teacher, refreshing the
teaching environment, group teaching, and adapting educational content; strategies for
creating motivation and self-confidence, enhancing teacher resilience, and identifying
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students' specific talents and skills; principles of learning through action, interaction, and
experience; and how parents can support slow-learning students, along with parent training.

Also, in prioritizing educational needs from the teachers' perspective, familiarity with
different educational methods and support strategies ranked first, followed by identifying
individual problems and understanding the principles of teaching and learning in second
place. Familiarity with the symptoms of slow learners and the factors affecting them in
schools, as well as how parents support slow learners and parent education, ranked third.
According to the findings of the present study, pre-service and in-service teacher training
courses for teaching slow-learning students should include training courses on identifying
cognitive problems, methods for increasing accuracy and attention, boosting self-confidence
and self-esteem, strengthening social skills, addressing emotional, behavioral, and affective
disorders, employing special educational methods and strategies for slow-learners, and
courses aimed at changing teachers' attitudes toward slow-learning students, as well as family
education programs.
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