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Article Info ABSTRACT

Avrticle type: The aim of the present study is to identify the neglected components in the curriculum of
the Educational Sciences program at Farhangian University and to propose a conceptual
model. This research employed an exploratory mixed-methods design. In the qualitative
strand, a phenomenological approach was utilized to explore the first three research
questions. The study population comprised key curriculum stakeholders, including
experts, faculty members, and novice teachers. Participants were selected using
theoretical and purposive snowball sampling. Data were gathered through document

Research Article

analysis and semi-structured interviews and analyzed using open, axial, and selective
Keywords: coding. In the quantitative strand, a researcher-developed questionnaire was constructed
Intended curriculum, based on the themes and components extracted from the qualitative analysis. The
instrument was reviewed by 13 experts; its content validity was confirmed through a one-
sample t-test, and its reliability was established using Cronbach’s alpha (0. = 0.80).

Implemented curriculum,

Acquired curriculum, . ) o ] )
Additionally, to determine the priority and relative weight of the neglected components

identified in the qualitative phase for integration into the model design, the Shannon
entropy method was employed. The findings demonstrated that the neglected components
of the curriculum in the field of Educational Sciences at Farhangian University are
embedded in the elements of objectives, content, organization, instructional methods,
learning opportunities, assessment, feedback, and teacher characteristics.

Neglected curriculum.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction
In order to realize the efforts made in the field of education reform, developing teachers'
professional skills is essential. The University of Teacher Training, as the center for teacher
education, can train skilled teachers who, through improving quality education by producing
high-quality students, maintaining a high-quality learning environment, updating content,
using quality processes with the help of technology, and planning for quality outcomes based
on current needs, contribute to improving the quality of education. However, what can be
more noteworthy in this regard is the curriculum and its role in achieving the university's
objectives. The implemented curriculum and the review of all its components and areas can
provide an important platform for change. In this regard, some school administrators and
teacher educators believe that the content and curriculum materials are not appropriately
aligned with teachers' needs. They argue that a stronger connection must be established
between teacher training centers and the Primary Education Textbook Publishing Office.
Therefore, this research aims to answer the following questions regarding neglected
components in the intended, achieved, and implemented curriculum:
1. What are the neglected components in the intended curriculum of Educational
Sciences at the University of Teacher Training from the perspective of education
experts?

2. What are the neglected components in the implemented curriculum of Educational
Sciences at the University of Teacher Training from the perspective of faculty
members?

3. What are the neglected components in the acquired curriculum of Educational
Sciences at the University of Teacher Training from the perspective of new teachers?

4. What is the contribution of each neglected component in the primary education
curriculum (Educational Sciences) of the University of Teacher Training?

5. What is the conceptual framework for addressing the neglected components in the
Educational Sciences curriculum at the University of Teacher Training?

Methodology

This study employs a mixed exploratory research apraoch. For answering the research
questions, a phenomenological approach was used in the qualitative section. The research
population in this section includes experts, specialists, and new teachers. A theoretical (non-
probabilistic) and purposive snowball sampling method was employed. Data collection was
done through library studies and semi-structured interviews, and data analysis was carried out
using open, axial, and selective coding. For answering the research questions in the
guantitative section, a questionnaire consisting of components derived from the MAXQDA
software was developed andadministered to 13 specialists. Its validity, assessed via a one-
sample t-test, was approximately 80%, with a Cronbach’s alpha indicating acceptable
reliability. To validate the proposed conceptual model, a one-sample t-test was used. The
results showed that the neglected components of the intended curriculum, such as objectives,
content, delivery methods, learning opportunities, evaluation, and teacher characteristics,
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were statistically significant at the 0.05 level, with T values of 6.52, 7.58, 7.45, 8.83, 6.81,
12.89, 16.97, and 11.77, respectively.

Results and Conclusion

In response to the first question: focusing on the intended level, the components with the
greatest neglected proportions included objectives, learning opportunities, teacher
characteristics, feedback, and organization, respectively. For graduates of the University of
Teacher Training to achieve professionalism, they need skills such as curriculum planning,
adequate preparation for multi-grade classrooms, subject-specific skills in primary education,
and the ability to develop curricula based on ecosystem needs. In response to the second
question: at the execution level, the neglected components included learning opportunities,
evaluation, delivery methods, feedback, organization, content, and objectives, with the highest
priorities being: lack of targeted internships, inadequate assessment oversight, improper
implementation of teaching and feedback methods (such as failure to use up-to-date resources,
inappropriate teaching techniques, neglect of students’ abilities, poor teaching quality, gaps
between courses and professional internships, and issues in content and curriculum
organization). In response to the third question: at the acquired level, neglected components
relate to teacher characteristics, content, and evaluation, including professional ethics,
communication skills, creativity development, subject knowledge, social issues, general
education knowledge, classroom management, proper evaluation, and methods of evaluating
students. In response to the fourth question: to propose a model of the neglected curriculum at
the University of Teacher Training, the identified curriculum elements were evaluated through
Shannon's entropy test. The elements with the highest reliability and importance coefficients
were selected as final elements in designing the model. In response to the fifth question: the
results of the one-sample t-test showed that the neglected components of the intended
curriculum, such as objectives, content, delivery methods, learning opportunities, evaluation,
and teacher characteristics, were statistically significant at the 0.05 level, with corresponding
T values being 6.52, 7.58, 7.45, 8.83, 6.81, 12.89, 16.97, and 11.77. Therefore, a significant
difference was found between the theoretical and experimental means.Today, global learning
standards have been raised, and societies are increasingly required to acquire new knowledge
and skills in various domains to succeed. In such a context, teachers must be capable of
enhancing their knowledge and methodological abilities in line with scientific developments
and societal needs, providing diverse learning opportunities to cultivate lifelong learning
habits and skills. According to the principles of the transformation document, the teacher's
role in the educational process is "to help expand and develop the existential capacities of
students and acquire the competencies needed to reach levels of a good life...". Therefore, the
primary goal of the curriculum at the University of Teacher Training is to develop the
professional capacity of educators to create learning opportunities—facilitating the
application of personal experiences and learner autonomy to acquire foundational knowledge,
develop skills, beliefs, and tendencies that promote continuous engagement and achievement
of competencies within the educational system.
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